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I was born into an artistic family in St. Louis, Missouri. My mother possessed talent in drawing and painting, while my father, though not artistically inclined, had a keen interest in hunting and fishing. Early in my childhood, I learned to shoot, fish, and hunt. Both of my parents instilled in me a profound appreciation for nature, and from as early as six months old, I accompanied my family on camping trips. During the 1960s, we frequented various state parks in Missouri, as well as destinations in Arkansas and Kentucky. As the 1970s approached, our travels expanded across the United States, including journeys from California to Florida, where we explored national parks and other notable sites.
My passion for photography was influenced by both of my parents, who each owned cameras and captured images of our family and travels. My father, in particular, owned a manual film SLR and understood the technical aspects of photography. He taught me the fundamentals of camera settings when I acquired my first SLR in 1983, prior to which I had used older models such as the 110 and 120 cameras. With my first camera, I developed a deep affinity for capturing moments. My initial photographs were part of a learning process, and with my SLR, I immersed myself in reading and studying all aspects of photography.
Upon relocating to Southeast Missouri in 1989, I was captivated by the region's natural beauty. I frequently visited conservation areas and state parks with my two children. By this time, I had upgraded to more advanced film camera technology. Often decorating my home with my photographs, I once had an enlarged photo mounted at a local frame shop. The proprietor praised my work, suggesting that I should pursue photography more seriously—a significant compliment given her husband was a professional photographer. Inspired by her encouragement, I entered my first local juried exhibition in 2005. Since then, my work has been selected in local, regional, national, and international juried exhibitions reviewed by some of the most prominent figures in art and media production. My current photographic equipment includes Sony mirrorless digital cameras and an array of lenses and zoom lenses.
My photographic journey continues…

